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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 26-49 objected to because of the following informalities: The phrasing of 
claim 26 is awkward and indicates that the claim may not be complete as written. 
Because it was unclear what applicant might wish to claim, the claim has been 
examined as written. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 26, 29, 31 , 34-29, 41 and 46-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. PGPUB 2002/0185025 to Dufour et al. 

With respect to claim 26, Dufour et al. teaches printing press comprising: at least 
one forme cylinder, 1 ; at least one inking unit, 4, selectively positionable in a first inking 
unit position adjacent said forme cylinder and a second inking unit position remote from 
said forme cylinder; at least one printing forme changing device, 9, selectively 
positionable in a first printing plate changing device position remote from said forme 
cylinder and a second printing plate changing device position adjacent said forme 
cylinder; and means coupling said at least one inking unit and said at least one printing 
forme changing device wherein a movement of one of said inking unit and said printing 
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forme changing device between its respective first and second positions. See page 2, 
paragraphs 26-33 and Figs. 1-4. 

With respect to claim 29, Dufour et al. teaches a stationary printing press 
element, 5, supporting said at least one forme cylinder, and a movable printing press 
element, 6, supporting said at least one inking unit. See page 2, paragraph 28 and Fig. 
1. 

With respect to claims 31 and 34, Dufour et al. teaches a first drive mechanism 
for said movable printing press element and a second drive mechanism for said printing 
forme changing device and further including a common control device for said first and 
second drive mechanism, said common control device controlling said first and second 
drive mechanisms for controlling movement of said printing forme changing device as a 
function of movement of said movable printing press element whereby said printing 
forme changing device and said movable printing press element movements are 
matched to each other. See page 2, paragraph 28 and Fig. 1 . 

With respect to claims 35-36, Dufour et al. teaches that when said printing forme 
changing device is in said first printing forme changing device position, said inking unit 
is in said first inking unit position and when said printing forme changing device is in 
said second printing forme changing device position, said inking unit is in said second 
inking unit position. See page 2, paragraphs 31-32 and Figs. 2-4. 

With respect to claims 37-39, Dufour et al. teaches a plurality of said forme 
cylinders in said stationary printing press element and a corresponding plurality of said 
inking units in said movable printing press element, wherein said plurality of said inking 
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units are supported in said movable printing press element for movement with respect 
to said plurality of associated forme cylinders concurrently and said plurality of inking 
units in said movable printing press element are seated in a common frame. See page 
2, paragraphs 26-28 and Fig. 1 . 

With respect to claim 41 , Dufour et al. teaches a driven side of said printing 
press, said at least one printing forme changing device being located at said driven side 
of said printing press. See Fig. 1. 

With respect to claims 46-47, Dufour et al. teaches that said movable printing 
press element moves in one of a radial and an axial direction with respect to said 
stationary printing press element and said movable printing press element movement is 
linear. See page 2, paragraph 28 and Figs. 1-4. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 40 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dufour 
et al. in view of U.S. patent No. 5,142,979 to Funada et al 

Dufour et al. teaches all that is claimed in the above rejection of claims 26, 29, 
31 , 34-29, 41 and 46-47, except for a transfer cylinder and a plurality of said forme 
cylinders arranged around said transfer cylinder in satellite construction. 
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Funada et al. teaches a printing press having a transfer cylinder, 18 and a 
plurality of forme cylinders, 20, arranged around said transfer cylinder in satellite 
construction. See column 1, lines 41-48 and Fig. 1. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the apparatus of Dufour et al. to have a satellite cylinder 
arrangement, as taught by Funada et al., in order to print with several different inks at 
the same time. 

6. Claims 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dufour et al. in view of U.S. PGPUB 2002/0005133 to Detmers etal. 

Dufour et al. teaches all that is claimed in the above rejection of claims 26, 29, 
31 , 34-29, 41 and 46-47, except that said at least one printing forme changing device 
moves in an axial direction of said forme cylinder and includes at least one guide 
element, said at least one printing forme changing device being fastened on said at 
least one guide element. 

Detmers et al. teaches a printing press having a printing forme changing device, 
24, which moves in an axial direction of said forme cylinder and includes at least one 
guide element, said at least one printing forme changing device being fastened on said 
at least one guide element. See page 4, paragraphs 48-50 and Fig. 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the apparatus of Dufour et al. to have printing forme changing 
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dev ice details, as taught by Detmers et al, in order to efficiently change the printing 
formes. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 27-28, 30, 32-33 and 42-45 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a 
statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 

With respect to claim 27, the prior art does not teach or render obvious a printing 
press as claimed, particularly wherein the inking unit and printing forme changing device 
are fixedly connected with each other. 

With respect to claim 28, the prior art does not teach or render obvious a printing 
press as claimed, particularly wherein the inking unit and the printing forme changing 
device are driven by a common drive mechanism. 

With respect to claims 30, 32, and 42, the prior art does not teach or render 
obvious a printing press as claimed, particularly wherein the printing forme changing 
device is attached to the movable printing press element. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 2,012,245 to Meisel, U.S. Patent No. 4,222,325 
to Edwrds, U.S. Patent No. 6,487,968 to Onuma et al. and U.S. Patent No. 6,634,292 to 
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Fujiwara et al. each teach an apparatus having apparent similarities to the claimed 
subject matter. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

jec 

/Jill E. Culler/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



